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will differ very strongly from our views, will not
refuse to credit us with candour and good faith.

If you listen to the elders only, you would fancy
that the idea of a plurality of wives excites in the
female breast the wildest fanaticism. They tell
you that a Mormon preacher, dwelling on the
examples of Sarai and of Eachel, finds his most
willing listeners on the female benches. They
say that a ladies' club was formed at JSTauvoo to
foster polygamy, and to make it the fashion; that
mothers preach it to their daughters; that poet-
esses praise it. They ask you to believe that the
first wife, being head of the harem, takes upon
herself to seek out and court the prettiest girls;
only too proud and happy when she can bring
a new Hagar, a new Bilhah, to her husband's
arms.

This male version of the facts is certainly
supported by such female writers as Belinda
Pratt.

In my opinion, Mormonism is not a religion
for woman. I will not say that it degrades her,
for the term degradation is open to abuse; but it
certainly lowers her, according to our Gentile
ideas, in the social scale. In fact, woman is not
in society here at all. The long blank walls, the
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